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K
now

ledge of parasites an
d parasite life cycles is essential to controllin

g 
th

em
. T

hese gu
idelines offer an

 optim
al control program

 th
at can

 be 
adju

sted based on
 in

d
ividu

alized risk assessm
ent accord

in
g to p

et lifestyle 
factors an

d local con
d

ition
s.

 T
h

e C
om

pan
ion

 A
n

im
al Parasite C

ou
n

cil (C
A

PC
) is an

 in
dep

en
dent 

cou
n

cil of veterin
arian

s an
d oth

er health
 care profession

als established  
to create gu

idelines for th
e optim

al control of intern
al an

d extern
al  

parasites th
at th

reaten
 th

e h
ealth

 of p
ets an

d p
eople. It brin

gs together 
broad exp

ertise in
 parasitology, intern

al m
ed

icin
e, hu

m
an

 health
 care, 

public health
, veterin

ary law
, private practice an

d association
 leadersh

ip. 
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• P
rescribe con

trol program
s to local p

arasite prevalen
ce an

d
 in

d
ividu

al  
   p

et lifestyle factors. 

• A
d

apt preven
tion

 recom
m

en
d

ation
s to ad

d
ress em

ergin
g p

arasite th
reats. 

• C
on

duct ph
ysical exam

in
ation

s at least every six to tw
elve m

on
th

s or as  
   deem

ed
 ad

visable by you
r veterin

arian
. 

• C
on

duct an
n

u
al h

eartw
orm

 testin
g in

 dogs; test cats prior to placin
g on

  
   preven

tative an
d

 th
ereafter as in

d
icated

 by h
istory an

d
 ph

ysical fi
n

d
in

gs. 

• C
on

duct fecal exam
in

ation
s tw

o or fou
r tim

es du
rin

g th
e fi

rst year of life  
   an

d
 on

e to tw
o tim

es p
er year in

 adu
lts, dep

en
d

in
g on

 p
atien

t h
ealth

 an
d  

   lifestyle factors.

E
v
e
ry

 p
e
t, A

ll y
e
a

r lo
n

g
.

• A
d

m
in

ister year-rou
n

d
 broad

-sp
ectru

m
 p

arasite con
trol w

ith
 effi

cacy again
st  

   h
eartw

orm
, in

testin
al p

arasites w
ith

 zoon
otic p

oten
tial, fl

eas, an
d

 ticks. 

• A
d

m
in

ister an
th

elm
in

tic treatm
en

t to pupp
ies an

d
 kitten

s startin
g at tw

o  
   w

eeks of age rep
eatin

g every tw
o w

eeks u
n

til regu
lar broad

 sp
ectru

m
  

   p
arasite con

trol begin
s. 

• M
ain

tain
 pregn

an
t an

d
 n

u
rsin

g d
am

s on
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-sp
ectru

m
 con

trol products.
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• Feed

 p
ets cooked

 or prep
ared

 food
 (n

ot raw
 d

iets) an
d

 provide fresh
,  

   p
otable w

ater. 

• C
over san

dboxes w
h

en
 n

ot in
 u

se an
d

 protect garden
 areas from

 fecal  
  con

tam
in

ation
. 

• P
ick up

 feces im
m

ed
iately w

h
en

ever w
alkin

g a dog in
 a public area; rem

ove  
   feces from

 th
e backyard

 en
viron

m
en

t at least w
eekly, preferably d

aily. 

• K
eep

 dogs an
d

 cats u
n

der con
trol; do n

ot allow
 roam

in
g. 

• P
ractice good

 p
erson

al h
ygien

e w
h

en
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an
d
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g an

im
al w

aste, p
articu

larly  
   im

p
ortan

t for ch
ild

ren
 an

d
 oth

er in
d

ividu
als at in

creased
 risk. 
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• D
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orm

 pupp
ies an

d
 kitten

s startin
g at tw

o w
eeks, rep
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g every tw
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eeks  

   u
n

til tw
o m

on
th

s of age, an
d

 th
en

 m
on

th
ly u

n
til th

e p
et is six m

on
th

s old
. 
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ation
s tw
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es a year in
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ets,  

   dep
en

d
in
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atien
t h

ealth
 an

d
 lifestyle factors, an

d
 treat w

ith
  

   appropriate p
arasiticides.
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ealth

 an
d
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g, year-rou
n

d
  

 
     • L

ife cycles an
d

 im
ages of

          prevention
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